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Our School Story   

What are the unique, positive characteristics that we celebrate in our school/community?  

Welcome to syuw̓én̓ct Elementary, where we acknowledge and honour that we are learning, growing, and 
playing on the traditional and unceded territory of the Snuynewmuxw people. While our school has a rich 
history over the last 25 years of celebrating student success, the 2022/23 school year marks our first year 
as syuw̓én̓ct. The name, syuw̓én̓ct, was gifted to our community from Snuneymuxw First Nations, and it 
means “our history, our traditions”.  A two-year process focusing on Truth and Reconciliation concluded 
with the official renaming of the school in early October. With our new name comes a new logo and 
mascot, as we are officially the syuw̓én̓ct Spirits!  

 

Situated in the fast-growing Diver’s Lake area of Nanaimo, our community is well supported by a dedicated 
group of volunteers through our Parent Advisory Committee (PAC).  We continue to work directly with 
NALT (Nanaimo Area Land Trust) around our shared goal of stewardship of the Northfield Marsh and 
surrounding areas. Through grants and donations, we are now equipped with all tools needed for planting, 
evasive species removal, and monitoring of the various indigenous species.  Our “English Garden” 
continues to be a key learning space for all classes, and we are blessed to have community volunteers keep 
this space thriving throughout the year.  

We are a school focused on caring and inclusive practices, and we celebrate both our students’ strengths 
as well as their stretches.  You will hear students say, “at syuw̓én̓ct we …” as we work on developing a 
shared sense of how we show  up with each other on a daily basis.  

 

What are the important demographics of our school and community? 

syuw̓én̓ct has a population of 355 students, with approximately 20% of our learners identifying as indigenous. 
We have a growing number of families from diverse ethnic backgrounds, including many whose first language is 
not English. We are a K-7 school, with 16 divisions including 2 portable classrooms.  Families either walk or 
drive to bring their children to school. Several before and after school care providers support families, both 
onsite and via bus transportation to their own facilities.  We take pride in meeting our students where they are 
at and helping them grow to be the best they can be.  

 



Our School Goals  

 

1. Continuing with our focus on the Science of Reading, we will expand our use of school-wide programs 
including Heggerty (primary), the 6-minute solution (grades 1-7), and systematic explicit phonics 
instruction to target students who are not yet meeting expectations in reading, listening, and viewing as 
identified through the PARS, Dibels, and report card data.                                                                                  
2. Continuing with our focus on TRC Calls to Action #57 and #63 we will turn our attention to the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) which received Royal ascent in June 
2021 and the related curricular competencies in Social Studies. How will direct instruction impact 
students’ sense of belonging here at syuw̓én̓ct as measured through the Student Learning Survey and 
anecdotal street data (I feel like I belong here at  syuw̓én̓ct because …). 

         
        
     

      
      

       
      
        

 



Our School Celebration Story 

The celebration story for syuw̓én̓ct is truly around the school community coming together under our 
goal of Truth and Reconciliation, working towards our school’s name change. The collaborative work 
with staff created learning opportunities for students in all classes to critically examine the story of 
Coal Tyee through both the settler’s and the Indigenous lens.  

80% of staff who responded to the year-end survey regarding our Truth and Reconciliation goal said 
they achieved moderate to amazing growth in their understanding of the key tenets outlined in our 
school plan.  

What better way to celebrate the learning than through the words of this grade 5 student.  

The process of Coal Tyee Elementary 
By:Adaya Leggett 

 
Is the name Coal Tyee Elementary bad? This story starts way long ago in around 1850 

when the chief of Snuneymuxw territories told the story of the evil black rock on the beach. ”Do 
not touch this rock, because if you do, you will bring the evil black fish (orca).” One of the 
children listening to that story was Ki’et’sa’kun or as you know, Coal Tyee. Years later they heard 
that there were traders (Europeans) and they sent some men to go and investigate. Among those 
men was Coal Tyee and his friend. When they arrived they decided to wander off and as they 
were wandering they saw a blacksmith with that same rock! They went and told him they have that 
rock. He told them to bring him some of that rock to show him. The next time they went back to 
Victoria they brought a blanket with coal inside so no one else knew. When he got there with his 
friend the man got very excited and brought them to Mr. Muir to see. Mr.Muir was very pleased 
with these people. ”Who found this coal?” said Mr.Muir. Ki’et’sa’kun pointed at himself. “Quickly! 
Let's go see Governor Douglas!” said Mr.Muir as he walked to his office. Governor Douglas was 
very very pleased with this find, “Get this man some proper clothes! He never has to work again!” 
Ki’et’sa’kun got paddled back with jewelry and other precious items. That's how Nanaimo was 
colonized. They traded all of Nanaimo for only 668 
blankets.                                                                                                                                            
            This story was not the settler's version, the settlers said that he went to get his gun 
changed when he went to go and trade. So, how could he have had a gun if he had never traded 
before? Clearly, the name was chosen by a non-Snuneymuxw person because why would they want a 
school named after someone who had all of their homes stolen for a couple of hundred blankets 
for all of Nanaimo to share? Also, in the Indigenous culture, you don’t generally name an object or 
a place after a person. This is not only disrespectful, it is not following their teachings. The school 
should be named after something respectful chosen by a Snuneymuxw elder.  
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